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The cooperation between Israel and the United States during the war with Iran
marks  the  culmination  of  a  long  shift  in  the  relationship  between  the  two
countries. For years, Washington effectively served as Israel’s patron, providing
funding to purchase U.S. military equipment and a diplomatic umbrella (including
veto protection in the UN Security Council) in exchange for general alignment
with U.S. policy preferences and close cooperation on intelligence and military
technology. Through the latest joint military action against a mutual enemy, the
relationship has now entered a qualitatively different phase. Rather than acting
alone or being excluded from a U.S.-led coalition, as it was during both Gulf wars,
Israel  has  operated  as  a  full  partner,  sharing  targets  and  operational
responsibilities  with  U.S.  forces.
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