Legal and Strategic Realities:
Assessing Trump’s Gaza Proposal

written by Arsen Ostrovsky | 06.02.2025
Arsen Ostrovsky: For many years, including since October 7th, the international
community has had the same failing strategy that allows Hamas to remain in
power, and that is simply unacceptable.

There doesn’t appear to be anything illegal or contrary to international law with
respect to the proposal as it is and that this is not about ethnic cleansing or
forcible transfer. Trump is not talking about forcibly removing anyone but rather
creating circumstances that allow Gazans to voluntarily choose to move.

Those insisting that Gazans stay there, in an active war zone, essentially being
used as human shields by Hamas, may be the ones violating international law.
Anyone that supports a better future for Gaza and peace in the Middle East
should embrace the plan.

The interview took place on ILTV on February 6, 2025.

Iran’s foreign minister responds to
Trump ‘maximum pressure’
campaign amid regime panic

written by Dr. Yossi Mansharof | 06.02.2025
Dr. Yossi Mansharof: Despite oil sanctions on Iran, data from the Energy

Information Administration (EIA) reveals that Iran’s oil revenue surged to $144
billion in the first three years of Biden’s presidency (January 2021-January 2024),
$100 billion more than during the last two years of the Trump administration.
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While Biden tightened sanctions, he did not enforce them, allowing Iran to
continue profiting from oil exports, providing critical support to its economy. This
approach reflects a flawed strategy of attempting to engage Ali Khamenei [the
supreme leader of Iran] diplomatically while ignoring Iran’s oil smuggling.

it is unclear whether this strategy is sufficient. Military pressure on Iran is
needed to disrupt its activities, send a clear message on its nuclear ambitions,
and prevent further destabilizing actions.

Published in Fox News, February 05, 2025.

‘Trump Has Ability to Twist Arms’

written by Asher Fredman | 06.02.2025

Asher Fredman: Gazans won’t be able to leave in large numbers if Hamas gunmen
are stopping people from leaving. A military campaign would first have to weaken
Hamas enough to keep it from barring Palestinians from emigrating.

But there won’t be military operations against Hamas while [ceasefire]
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negotiations are ongoing during the second or third stage of the hostage deal. I
don’t see Hamas releasing all of the living hostages in any scenario because they
know that Israel would strike the next day once all the hostages are out.
Tragically, they’'re going to keep a few of the hostages as insurance.

Published in TPS, February 05, 2025.

Hezbollah’s influence in Lebanon’s
army remains under scrutiny

written by Brig. Gen. (res.) Yossi Kuperwasser | 06.02.2025
Brig. Gen. (res.) Yossi Kuperwasser: Hezbollah’s ability to manipulate the LAF has

weakened considerably over the past year due to the damage it absorbed in the
war against Israel. However, Hezbollah retains influence and ties within Lebanon,
including Lebanon’s government structures and military.
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A thorough analysis should be conducted, and the Americans should be
approached to replace compromised personnel [in the LAF] with individuals who
can be trusted. Overall, while the LAF is moving slower and less effectively than
Israel would like, its deployment is nevertheless “moving forward, slowly.

Published in JNS, February 05, 2025.

You can’t make America great
again by making it retreat again

written by Dr. David Wurmser | 06.02.2025

Dr. David Wurmser: t’s actually what hasn’t happened. There’s no crisp definition
of what MAGA is, going forward, and what we're seeing now is a battle over the
soul of the movement. The term-turned-epithet “neoconservatism” became a kind
of clarion call on the part of those who hated Israel, were antisemitic or classic
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leftists like “The Squad.” It became a rubric, and the Irag War became a symbol
of how “evil” the neoconservatives were. Of course, the history of that war has
been distorted. The people I was dealing with at the time had a very different
vision of how it would progress from the way it’s been depicted by detractors. It
was much less a colonialist American vision than an Iraqi one. It was Colin
Powell’s vision to go in with 600,000 troops, and then it was Paul Bremer’s idea to
have a colonial presence in Iraq to rebuild the country. That was horrifying to
many of us. We wanted Iraqis to do the heavy lifting of liberating their country;
we wanted them to assume control as fast as possible. Our model was the Free
French in World War II.

Published in JNS, February 03, 2025.
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You can’'t make America great
again by making it retreat again

Dr. David Wurmser
JNS, 03.02.25




Trump’s Gaza Displacement Plan
Could Ignite Regional Instability

written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 06.02.2025

Prof. Kobi Michael: Displacement is not a logistical issue; it’s a matter of national
identity. The Nakba is deeply ingrained in Palestinian consciousness, and any
suggestion of relocation—even temporary—will be perceived as ethnic cleansing
and will intensify hostility.

Published in The Media Line, January 29, 2025.
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Strengthening the U.S.-Israel
Alliance

written by Asher Fredman | 06.02.2025

Asher Frednan: The new U.S. administration offers a chance to deepen U.S.-Israel
ties in order to advance regional stability and shared interests. Expanding
regional multilateral initiatives, military collaboration, and Al innovation will
enhance shared security and economic growth. Countering Iran through
sanctions and supporting pro-democracy movements is key to stability.
Addressing biased international institutions will protect both nations.
Strengthening this alliance will help shape a safer and more prosperous future.

January 29, 2025.

https://youtu.be/yOyiLdk39Iw

Knesset subcommittee debates
phasing out reliance on U.S. aid

written by Dr. Raphael BenLevi | 06.02.2025

Dr. Raphael Ben Levi: U.S. aid has become part of the central policy
considerations of Israel in the last 30 years. He noted that this led Israel to accept
territorial concessions in the past, including returning the Sinai to Egypt, which
ended with a peace deal, but also in 1999 when the U.S. signed the first 10-year
Memorandum of Understanding for aid after then-Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak was willing to give roughly 97% of the West Bank to the Palestinians, which
Yasser Arafat rejected.

Published in JewishInsider, January 29, 2025.
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Antisemites portray themselves as
false allies to Jews as ‘political
cover

written by Arsen Ostrovsky | 06.02.2025

Arsen Ostrovsky: Every Holocaust Remembrance Day, we have become
accustomed to many leaders and lawmakers making eloquent statements about
the importance of ‘Never Again’, when for 364 other days of the year, they only
stoke antisemitism and engage in relentless vilification of Israel or minimizing
Hamas crimes and the October 7th massacre. For these individuals, ‘Never Again’
is an empty slogan, a cliche. They only demean the memory of the 6 million Jews
murdered in the Holocaust, by using it as a facade to masquerade their own
innate antisemitism. Perhaps it would be better had they said nothing at all.
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Published in JNS, January 29, 2025.

Hamas Returns to Northern Gaza
Amid Hostage Deal Concerns

written by Ruth Wasserman Lande | 06.02.2025

Ruth Wasserman Lande: Hamas is returning to northern Gaza. On January 27,
2025, a significant development unfolded as part of the ongoing hostage release
agreement. Approximately one million Palestinians began moving back from
southern Gaza to the northern part of the Strip, which has historically served as a
hub for Hamas operations. This region was central to the planning and execution
of the brutal attack on Israel on October 7, and its proximity to Israeli
communities, such as Sderot, Nativ HaAsara, Nachal Oz, and Kfar Aza, remains a
serious security concern.
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Published on Israeli Citizen Spokespersons’ Office, January 27, 2025.



