
Strategic  Challenges:  Israel,
Normalization,  and  the  US
Alliance
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael addresses several critical strategic issues, primarily focusing
on the consequences of seeking normalization and the challenges facing the US-
Israel relationship.

He discusses the dynamics of normalization and the F-35 deal, arguing that “there
are no free meals” and Israel must pay a political price for American backing,
especially concerning the future path for a Palestinian state.

The full interview took place on ILTV, on November 16, 2025.

https://youtu.be/mYPveOhe-so

The Standoff  in  Rafah Threatens
U.S. Peace Blueprint for Gaza
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael argues Hamas intentionally left the fighters behind, possibly as
a tactical maneuver to launch future attacks from within Israeli-monitored zones.
He  dismisses  the  idea  of  allowing  the  fighters  to  return  armed  to  Hamas-
controlled territory, proposing exile to a third country such as Turkey or Egypt as
the only tenable option.

Published in FastBull, November 17, 2025.
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Hamas  Tunnel  Terrorists
Intentionally Stayed in IDF Zone
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael: Israel’s starting point is different. Israel sees Hamas trying to
reopen a deal that is already on paper.
Israel  is  trying to postpone the issue of  the 200 terrorists  until  Hamas fully
complies with the agreement and releases the four bodies of the dead hostages.
Only then will Israel be willing and ready to negotiate what to do with these 200
terrorists. Hamas is trying to insert a new deal into an existing deal, and this is
something Israel must reject — and I think the Americans understand that. The
Americans are pushing to preserve the ceasefire and avoid a crisis or an excuse
for Hamas, but I don’t think Israel will be ready to deal with this issue until
Hamas has completed the transfer of all the dead hostages.
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Published in The Media Line, November 06, 2025.

Israel  deported  Palestinian
prisoners to Egypt. Some Israelis
question the practice
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael: I think that for these people to live in Doha or in Istanbul
under the hospitality of the [Qataris] and the Turks, is not a punishment.

The  impact  of  Israel’s  recent  strike  on  Hamas  leaders  in  Qatar  If  released
prisoners end up in cities like Qatar’s capital of Doha, or Istanbul and Ankara in
Turkey, they could be in “safe zones” enabling released prisoners to operate more
freely and play a future role in groups like Hamas. They have a sort of immunity,
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because Israel will not target them, at least not under the current circumstances.

Published in NPR, November 13, 2025.

Terrorists  have  this  internal
willingness  and  preparedness  to
die
written by Yossi Amrusi | 16.11.2025
Yossi Amrosi: What we will likely see is lengthy legal procedures and appeals
which will make the terrorists into heroes. This could lead to copycats and more
terrorist attacks. Terrorists sentenced to death will become famous, and this is
extremely dangerous.

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/13/nx-s1-5604397/israel-palestinian-prisoners-deported
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Only a few hundred of them have been convicted of murder, and only they would
be eligible for parole. So there will always be motivation to kidnap Israelis, and
the death penalty won’t prevent that.

Terrorists have this internal willingness and preparedness to die. From decades of
talking  to  terrorists,  their  motivation  always  comes  back  to  their  faith  and
religion.

Published in The Media Line, November 12, 2025.

‘Expelling  an  ambassador  is
nothing to the Iranians’
written by Dr. Yossi Mansharof | 16.11.2025
Dr. Yossi Mansharof: Senior officer Amar, who leads Corps 11000 in Iran’s Quds
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Force,  heads  a  mechanism targeting Jewish sites,  not  just  Israeli  ones.  This
activity is driven by an anti-Semitic motive, which is a core element of the Iranian
regime’s goal  to destroy Israel.  Despite Israel’s  successes in thwarting many
plots,  Iran’s  determination  and  the  intense  activity  of  its  intelligence  and
espionage networks leave no room for complacency.

Published in JNS, November 10, 2025.

Gaza,  Syria,  and Israeli  Strategic
Interests
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael discuss the crucial hope that Hadar Golden’s return results
from Hamas committing to President Trump’s “20 articles plan,” thereby avoiding
the release of militants. He stressed that Israel must encourage the US leading
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aid distribution in Gaza, as the successful realization of this plan fulfills all of
Israel’s declared war objectives. Finally, he offered the perspective that the US
administration views Syrian President Alshara as a future American asset against
Hezbollah  and  Iran,  potentially  facilitating  Syria’s  entry  into  the  Abraham
Accords.

The full interview took place on ILTV on November 9, 2025.

Israeli occupation forces presence
in  Gaza  corridor  threatens
ceasefire deal with Hamas
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof.  Kobi  Michael:  Israel’s  idea  is  to  use  Morag  as  a  screening  zone  for
Palestinians being moved south, to prevent Hamas from infiltrating the area. That
would allow Israeli troops to operate further north without Palestinian civilians
getting caught in the crossfire.

The move might allow Israel to ramp up the pressure on — and possibly defeat —
Hamas in northern Gaza, where guerilla-style fighting continues to dog Israeli
troops. And that, he added, could lay the groundwork for an end to the war, which
Israel has vowed to continue until Hamas is destroyed.

Published in The Arab American News, November 07, 2025.
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Iran-Backed  Hamas  Targets
Europe
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael discusses foiled terror plots, identified as a trial by Hamas
heavily backed by Iran, aimed at opening new global fronts to harm Jews and
Israelis outside of Israel. He argues that this growing violent extremism, seen in
Europe  and  beyond,  necessitates  that  European  governments  seek  crucial
assistance and intelligence from Israel given their lack of experience in dealing
with this strategic threat.

The full interview took place on Channel I24, on November 6, 2025.
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Hamas: Refusing to Dismantle and
Earning Time
written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 16.11.2025
Prof. Kobi Michael discusses the manipulative tactics of Hamas regarding the
return of deceased hostages, asserting that the group is intentionally wasting and
earning time to reconstitute its military and governmental strength because it
believes it holds the upper hand. He critically examines the inherent problems of
the proposed plan, arguing that Hamas does not intend to dismantle itself and
noting the adversarial role of mediators like Turkey and Qatar, who cooperate
with  Hamas  and  whose  involvement  complicates  the  stabilization  and
demilitarization  efforts.

The full interview took place on CHAI Fm on November 6, 2025.
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