While Hamas rebuilds, Israel must
keep Gaza an active front

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 06.07.2026

“The growing discourse in Israel about the acceleration of Hamas’ military force
buildup in Gaza is intended only to justify continued Israeli aggression in this
area,” Hamas spokesman Hazem Qassem charged at the beginning of the week.
He stressed that his organization remained committed to the ceasefire agreement
and called on the mediating countries to pressure Israel to stop its violations.

Hamas’ leadership is troubled by the spotlight being turned back on the Gaza
front. The wars in Iran and Lebanon, which drew most of Israel’s attention and
military capabilities, eased some of the pressure on Hamas. It stabilized its
systems, further entrenched its governance and stepped up efforts to restore its
military capabilities. The series of targeted killings in its ranks has returned it to
its grim reality and sent its senior officials back deep into the tunnels.

Reports that the Board of Peace quietly approved Israel’s policy of targeted
killings and reducing Hamas-controlled territory are troubling the terrorist
organization’s leaders. They are pulling out the creative formulas they prepared
in advance to mislead the public and the mediating countries, but without any
intention of disarming. They do not intend to accept even the softer formula
proposed by Nikolay Mladenov, who was temporarily willing to settle for the
“concentration, storage or freezing of the use of weapons.”

The growing list of operatives killed provides Hamas with a demonstration not
only of Israeli intelligence and counterterrorism capabilities, but also of its
success in carrying out this policy despite the restrictive arrangements that
Hamas and the mediating countries tried to impose on it.

From Israel’s perspective, there is also something less encouraging about this list:
It illustrates the growing threat from inside the Gaza Strip.

The wording of the IDF Spokesperson’s announcements on the targeted killings
offers hints of this. A large share of the terrorists killed were those who
“advanced terrorist plots against our forces operating in the Gaza Strip.”
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Some of the strikes targeted underground infrastructure that Hamas tried to
restore after the ceasefire, as well as launch shafts and launchers used by the
organization. These too can be added to the indications of the terrorist
organization’s reconstruction efforts.

Do not allow Hamas to copy Hezbollah

Over the years, the Lebanese front has provided Hamas with countless strategic
lessons about building its force and confronting Israel militarily. These include,
among other things, the establishment of Hamas’ army, the concept of
underground warfare, which Hezbollah pioneered through its “nature reserves” in
southern Lebanon, and the adoption of the principle of transferring the fighting
into enemy territory. Hamas studied Hezbollah’s models and adapted them to its
own constraints and to the unique characteristics of the Gaza front.

It does not take an overactive imagination to guess what is going through the
minds of Hamas leaders when they see the videos Hezbollah is distributing about
the use of drones, and when they hear about the damage this weapon is causing
Israel.

Hamas, which proved its capabilities in this field during the Oct. 7 attack and
even before it, may see drones as the operational solution to the constraints it
currently faces.

The path to building a significant threat of this kind could be short if the
smuggling routes are not blocked. This is the most important preventive measure
against the development of such a capability. In addition, it is vital to attack and
destroy everything connected to the drone field: weapons, equipment, facilities
and the people involved.

Instead of basking in the glow of an occasional counter-smuggling success, Israel
should be asking what it is not managing to intercept. More broadly, amid the
conflicting reports regarding Hamas’ condition, it would be useful for an official
source to present the public with a clear and detailed picture, not of the
operatives and capabilities Israel has destroyed, but of what Hamas still has: its
order of battle, the number and length of tunnels, weapons by type and quantity,
weapons production infrastructure and more. We do not know everything, and not
everything that is known can be reported. Even if the picture is incomplete, it
would still be better than fragments of information, speculation or commissioned



commentary.
Netanyahu vs. Trump

Three events could influence Israel’s security policy in the near future and
perhaps even endanger its achievements.

The first is the US midterm elections and the desire of President Donald Trump
and his team to preserve maximum stability, at least until Nov. 3.

The second is the negotiations between the US and Iran over a nuclear
agreement, and the attempts the regime in Tehran will make to use them as
leverage against Israel through the Americans, in order to restrict Israeli activity
and perhaps even its presence in the various fronts.

The third is Israel’s election campaign.

The mistake that allowed the US to link the Lebanese front to the ceasefire with
Iran must stand before Israel’s decision-makers as a reminder in how to conduct
themselves with Washington. With regard to Gaza, this means Israel must beware
of any initiative or move that would link it to other regional issues.

It is right to be highly suspicious about the chances of activating a “technocrats’
committee” or other mechanisms supposedly free of Hamas in a reality in which
Gaza is still Hamas.

In the front where it all began, Israel cannot compromise on achieving all its
objectives. Removing the threat from this front is an important achievement, but
not enough. Preventing the threat from being rebuilt, completely dismantling
Hamas’ military and governing capabilities, and demilitarizing the area are goals
Israel must achieve. Until then, Gaza must remain an active front.

Published in Israel Hayom, on July 7, 2026.

*The opinions expressed in Misgav publications are the authors’ alone.
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October 7: Not Who Should
Investigate, but How the
Investigation Should Be
Conducted

written by Dr. Raphael Bitton | 06.07.2026

Judicial commissions of inquiry are ill-suited to investigation of systemic failures
on the scale of the October 7 attack. Israel ought to establish multidisciplinary
teams operating like aviation accident investigation agencies and military
operational debriefings - in order to draw institutional lessons and prevent the
next catastrophe.

While attention shifts to Iran,
Hamas continues to rearm quietly

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 06.07.2026

The destruction of a weapons production site in northern Gaza exposes the pace
of Hamas and Islamic Jihad’s military reconstruction. Israel warns that the
terrorist organizations are exploiting the ceasefire and the diversion of attention
to other fronts to rebuild.

A New Security Doctrine for Israel

written by Prof. Eviatar Matania | 06.07.2026
From Decisive Victory and Cumulative Deterrence to a Proactive Geopolitical-
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Power Framework Backed by Strategic Force Buildup.

Hamas’s delayed death
announcement signals confidence,
not weakness

written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 06.07.2026
The timing of Hamas’s announcement was deliberate, designed to show

continuity, control, and defiance as pressure mounts on Israel.

The future of Gaza: Israel must
implement Trump’s plan
gradually, safely

written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 06.07.2026

It is in Israel’s interest to allow the US the space and time to act according to its
own approach, until Washington reaches the inevitable conclusion that Hamas
cannot be disarmed.
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The day before the day after in
Gaza

written by Ruth Wasserman Lande | 06.07.2026
PRIOR TO October 7, 2023, most people - Jews and Israelis included - believed
that atrocities like the ones perpetrated were an unimaginable nightmare.

Now we are all a little wiser. This means that any physical rebuilding of the Gaza
Strip must rest on the following three essential pillars:

First, Hamas and other terror groups must be disarmed, their terror tunnels
destroyed, and a new educational system firmly established.

Second, the world - and especially the US - must work to curb Qatar’s influence,
as it remains the leading state sponsor of Muslim Brotherhood radical ideology
worldwide.

Third, there must be an end to all forms of indoctrination and incitement against
US, Israel, Jews, and other minorities in Egypt, Jordan, and the West Bank.

In today’s interconnected world, hate knows no borders. Even if Gaza undergoes
major reform and rebuilding, genuine and enduring change will remain elusive so
long as that hatred continues to spread across the region.

Disarming Hamas

Without the full disarmament of Hamas - a condition outlined in President Donald
Trump’s 20-point Gaza ceasefire deal - the situation would remain perilous, not
only for Israelis or for Gazans but also for any external forces tasked with
managing the territory’s rehabilitation.

Simply asking Hamas or other terror groups in Gaza to lay down their weapons is
futile. Terrorists simply do not do such things - even if they say they do. Rather,
Hamas must be forcefully disarmed by the only military force able and willing to
do so: the IDF.

The terror group’s network of tunnels must also be completely neutralized. It
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serves no other purpose than to allow murderous terrorists to murder again.

The most crucial step toward lasting reform in Gaza is ending indoctrination in
schools, media, mosques, and politics throughout the Arab world.

Only once these steps are completed can outside forces safely enter the Gaza
Strip to begin the next phase: overhauling Gaza’s educational system. Newer
schools must be physically rebuilt. This will be the cornerstone of de-radicalizing
an intensely indoctrinated population.

Gazans unwilling to wait for this essential “cleaning process” should be invited to
emigrate. The rest should be granted access to an educational model similar to
that of the United Arab Emirates, which has reformed its education to promote
tolerance and progress.

If the economic lure of rebuilding Gaza tempts investors to overlook the need to
disarm Hamas, eliminate its tunnels, and establish a UAE-style educational
framework, the entire effort will be nothing more than yet another expensive
exercise in futility.

Without these foundational changes, Gaza’s reconstruction will again be reduced
to rubble the next time Hamas or another extremist faction attacks Israel.

Weakening Qatar

Another vital step before the “day after” in Gaza is confronting Qatar’s duplicity.

Since October 7, Doha’s role has become unmistakably clear. Its funding of the
Muslim Brotherhood’s radical ideology and its influence within the West can no
longer be ignored.

This should compel Washington to reconsider rewarding Qatar with military
protection or the presence of American bases.

Although relocating American forces from Qatar is costly, maintaining a military
presence there will, over time, prove far more expensive - particularly in human
lives.

Western governments must also take legislative measures to limit Doha’s reach.



They should outlaw the Muslim Brotherhood as many Arab and Muslim states
have already done.

Additionally, laws must be enacted to ensure full transparency regarding Qatari
funding of Western institutions and individuals.

End to indoctrination

The final and perhaps most crucial step toward lasting reform in Gaza is ending
indoctrination in schools, media, mosques, and politics throughout the Arab
world.

The amount of hatred expressed in Egypt, Jordan, and the West Bank is
staggering. Without putting an end to such rhetoric, no meaningful reconstruction
of Gaza can succeed.

After a brutal two-year war with immense human suffering and loss of life, we
stand at a crossroads - a rare opportunity to effect genuine change in Gaza and
across the region.

Instead of rushing into another shallow, temporary arrangement, leaders must
seize this moment to craft a new and lasting legacy.

Published in The Jerusalem Post, November 19, 2025.

The opinions expressed in Misgav publications are the speakers’ alone.

Israel’s Rafah test could show path
to toppling Hamas

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 06.07.2026
The current Hamas standoff must end decisively - mass surrender, detention or

terrorist deaths. Images and publicity carry value. Israel’s handling of trapped
Rafah terrorists will signal to regional powers whether it remains committed to
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dismantling terror infrastructure or accepts cosmetic fixes.

The dilemma of victory: Israel,
Hamas, and Trump’s role in
Mideast peace

written by Prof. Zaki Shalom | 06.07.2026
Despite the heavy blows it has sustained, Hamas is far from accepting
unconditional surrender.

What'’s really happening at Gaza’s
new command center?

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 06.07.2026
The Kiryat Gat Civil-Military Coordination Center (CMCC) attracts visiting

American officials and diverse international representation, yet its role in
advancing Israel’s core Gaza objectives remains fundamentally unclear.
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