Israel can go all out against
Hamas - with the world’s backing

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 27.10.2023
“People do not choose war; they are forced into it. Those who do not know how to

submit and subordinate everything to the needs of the war, when there is no
other option, are doomed. War is the ultimate test not only of strength but of the
will to live.” These words, by Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, were spoken a
few months before the declaration of the state in 1948. They still resonate
strongly, 75 years later.

Israel is at the beginning of a difficult and protracted war, in many respects a
continuation of the War of Independence. The terrible price Israel paid upon
entering the war is sufficient to provide it with the essential thing it needs to
rebuild its deterrence and effect a fundamental change in Gaza: legitimacy at
home and abroad for aggressive and protracted action, the justification to
mobilize all willpower, the readiness for sacrifice, and unwavering resolve over
time.

The Israeli society, in its entirety, has proved its mettle on both the front and
rear. Everyone shares the over-arching goal: We must win.

The time that has passed, the actions already taken, and the numerous
discussions on the many details related to the challenges of the war should not
divert us from the proper goals that have been set: the elimination of Hamas’ rule,
the destruction of its military capabilities, and maximum effort to bring back the
Israeli captives held in the Gaza Strip.

It’s a process; not an event

Achieving the goals that Israel has defined will take a long time. The elimination
of Hamas’ rule and the destruction of its military capabilities will not be achieved
in a single defined and limited operation. They will be the results of a process that
will involve many prolonged and continuous actions. It is important to formulate
plans and manage expectations accordingly.
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Disable the centers of power of the Hamas government

Among the objectives, it appears that the elimination of Hamas’ rule is the least
difficult to achieve. The centers of power of the government include government
ministries, communication facilities, police stations, the internal security
mechanism, municipal authorities, and other command and control centers.

Eliminating these, through physical attacks or other means, will severely impact
Hamas’ ability to manage the situation and control the population. This will
indeed increase the chaos in the strip and also the pressure on the humanitarian
front, but it is an essential step towards the defined goal.

Qatar - Hast thou murdered and also inherited?

The tweet from National Security Council head Tzachi Hanegbi on the importance
of Qatar’s efforts to promote “humanitarian solutions” provides a glimpse into
some of the dilemmas that the political echelon faces.

Israel, rightly, seeks to maximize the chances of the quick release of the captives.
The path to this passes through Qatar, the sheikhdom that hosts the leaders of the
murderous terrorist organization supports them and allows Al-Jazeera to influence
the Arab street in their favor.

Qatar identifies a dual opportunity in the reality that has arisen - to save Hamas
from Israel’s hands and to upgrade its diplomatic status while gaining points for
its humanitarian activity. While it is part of the problem, it places itself as part of
the solution.

This is not just a symbolic matter: Hamas will try to exploit Qatar’s involvement to
buy time, create difficulties, and disrupt Israel’s operational moves. It can be
assumed that the political echelon and the security establishment are aware of
these risks and have accordingly determined the nature of the cooperation with
Qatar.

Humanitarian assistance: The bare minimum

The humanitarian aid that Israel allows for the population is intended to alleviate
the political pressures on this matter. The benefit that Hamas derives from this is
clear. First and foremost, from its perspective, it relieves it of concern for the
population - “the world takes care of the civilians, and I take care of myself.”



Moreover, it can provide a source for supplies and provisioning.

For these reasons, and to avoid compromising the effectiveness of the siege on
Hamas, it is advisable to allow humanitarian assistance to a very limited extent
and under scrutiny to ensure what goes in, how much, and where.

This goes against the basic generosity we have all been brought up on, but in this
war, we must view a siege as one of the means of warfare. No less than that.

Do not belittle the enemy; do not make it look stronger
than it is

The Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) has done a good job in disseminating the
interrogation videos of Hamas terrorists who participated in attacks on Israel and
survived. Beyond the authentic descriptions of the heinous acts they committed,
one could be struck by the terrorists’ despicable nature, their lust for blood, and
their financial greed, which served as an additional incentive for their actions.
They also had difficulty justifying the disparity between their actions and Islamic
religious precepts, especially since their superiors, who did not put themselves at
risk, were giving the orders. In no way should we underestimate this enemy, but
their conduct should have us disabused of the notion that Hamas has managed to
create deterrence through its horrific slaughter.

Published in Israel Hayom, October 27, 2023.

America Needs a Decisive Israeli
Victory

written by Dr. Raphael BenLevi | 27.10.2023
The outcome of the Gaza war will determine who dominates the Middle East in

America’s great power competition with China and Russia. A decisive Israeli
victory will pave the way for a strengthened pro-American alliance of the Jewish
state and the Gulf Arab monarchies. Anything less will spell the loss of American
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influence in this key region. For America to prevail, Israel’s victory must be
overwhelmingly decisive, impressive if not shocking, and leave the region
permanently changed.

On October 7, Israel suffered a devastating and unprecedented attack, resulting
in a catastrophic loss of civilian life. Israel’s image as a strong country, as a
reliable military power, and as an intelligence leader, have endured an equally
shocking blow—one with far-reaching and unavoidable consequences. The eyes of
the entire region, friends and foes alike, are now on Israel to see what its
response will be, and the nature of that response will determine their approach to
the Jewish state for years to come. Will Israel prove itself to be a powerhouse that
was momentarily caught with its guard down, or a country too hesitant and
lacking in determination to survive in the jungle that is the Middle East.

It’s not only Israel’s image which has been badly damaged by the shocking
intelligence and operational failures of October 7. Allies and friends of America,
no less than its enemies, are waiting to see what the United States will do now
that its closest partner in the region has been brutally attacked and humiliated.
America is being tested no less than Israel; the outcome will determine whether
regional states will ally with America or with China and Russia. In other words,
the Gaza war will determine whether the American-led order in the Middle East is
still sustainable, or rather a relic of a historical period whose time has passed.

Since the end of World War II, the American-led order has rested, fundamentally,
on the credibility of the claim that the United States will use its power to
underwrite the security of its formal treaty allies in Western Europe and East Asia
and its informal allies in the Middle East. And even though Israel has never and
does not seek American forces to fight on its behalf, nor does it seek formal
security guarantees from the U.S., the credibility of American security
commitments around the world is currently on the line.

In the Middle East, the Saudis are already flirting with China as an alternative
superpower with strategic influence. If the U.S. fails to support Israel and instead
tries to restrain it, why should Saudi Arabia, a country that enjoys far less support
among the American people or in Congress than Israel does, expect any
significant U.S. assistance in a future confrontation with Iran and its proxies?

The power equation of the current conflict in Gaza is therefore the same for both



Israel and the United States: Israel needs a decisive victory, and the U.S. needs a
decisive Israeli victory. But what does decisive mean? Israel is currently deep in
the red. In order to rehabilitate itself, Israel’s response must go well beyond
merely responding to the Hamas attack. It must demonstrate its power to
eliminate its foes and ensure the physical security of its people by creating new
realities on the ground that will resonate throughout the region.

The strategic concept by which Israel has related to Gaza since Hamas took over
the Strip in 2007 and began waging war against Israel has obviously failed. The
total destruction of the Hamas regime in Gaza is obviously necessary. And make
no mistake, achieving any version of this goal will come at a devastating cost to
the Gazan population.

Contrary to often well-meaning protests in the West, there is no easy line between
Hamas and the population of Gaza. In reality, Hamas was elected by Gazans in
2006; if elections were held today, it would win again by even larger margins. The
death and destruction that is about to be unleashed on Gaza is necessary to
defeat the regime, and only Hamas and its Gazan supporters are to blame.

But if Israel’s response is limited to simply devastating Hamas and the territory in
which it has firmly implanted itself, the stain of the successful surprise attack will
continue to haunt us. The whole world saw the extent of Israel’s vulnerability on
October 7. The governments and peoples of the region who hate us will be eager
to repeat the large-scale atrocities they have been witnessing on television and
social media for weeks—this time, on an even greater scale.

If Israel has learned anything from the events of the past two weeks, it must be
that it is absolutely unacceptable to allow a terror-state that calls for your
destruction to establish itself on your border. Period. The idea that the monster at
the door can be endlessly deterred through occasional skirmishing and superior
weaponry has been tried and found sorely wanting. Israel must therefore take this
moment to fundamentally change the situation in which it is held hostage by not
one but two genocidal terror states, Hamas and Hezbollah—the sole purpose for
whose existence is to destroy Israel.

Israel’s conflict with Hezbollah is inevitable. This Iranian proxy has been
preparing itself to commit mass murder inside our country since Israel’s
withdrawal from Lebanon in 2000, and in a more sophisticated way since the



Second Lebanon War in 2006. Its vast missile arsenal has been built for one
reason only, and that is to kill thousands or tens of thousands of Israelis. It waits
only for the right moment.

What Hamas was able to do last week is mild compared to what Hezbollah has
been preparing to do since 2006. The question is not whether this conflict
happens. It is simply whether we will allow Hezbollah to initiate the conflict on its
terms and on its timeline, or if we will make the decision that this current war will
not end without the destruction of the Hezbollah threat, on Israel’s terms and on
Israel’s timeline.

But make no mistake, our fight is finally not only with Hamas or Hezbollah. It is
with Iran. The Persians play chess, and in the regional power game, Hamas is a
pawn, Hezbollah is a rook, and Iran is queen. Iran is the regional actor calling the
shots, and Iran is the actor who must finish this war having suffered a clear
strategic loss to its regional position and assets. Otherwise, Iran and its patrons
and allies win, and the U.S. and Israel lose.

The strategic goal of the Islamic Republic is to establish itself as the dominant
power from Tehran to Tel Aviv, and from Mashhad to Mecca; to establish the
“Shiite crescent” and ultimately to wrest the holy cities of Islam from Saudi-Sunni
control. Israel has been the central force standing in the way of this vision, and
Israel’s very existence has been the target of Iran’s genocidal ambitions since the
1979 revolution.

In the broader regional context, an Iranian-dominated Middle East means a
Russian-and-Chinese-dominated Middle East. Iran has had complex relations with
both Russia and China for many years. However, in the past few years, complexity
has given way to clarity. Despite Chinese and Russian hesitations over Iran’s
Islamist worldview, both countries have strengthened their strategic ties with the
Islamic Republic. A win for Tehran in the Middle East is therefore a win for
Moscow and Beijing on the global chess board.

It is therefore a strategic imperative for both Washington and Jerusalem that the
Gaza war ends with a blow to Iran’s positions. Hezbollah is the Iranian front line,
but the IRGC forces in Syria and Iraq are the most obvious direct targets. An
attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, so long planned for, should be on the table as
soon as Hezbollah has been neutralized. Devastating Hamas and Hezbollah and



exacting a major price from Iran for the behavior of its proxies will come at a
tremendous cost to Israel, but an even greater cost to its enemies. It is the only
sufficient end to this war that can turn around what is currently a strategic
disaster that threatens both America and Israel.

Published in Tablet October 25, 2023.

The Red Cross Must Be Given
Immediate Access to the Israeli
Hostages Held By Hamas

written by Dr. Adi Schwartz | 27.10.2023
Key Messages:

Hamas carried out a heinous war crime under international law when it took
numerous Israeli children, women and men captive during its October 7, 2023
terrorist assault on Israel. The international community must demand that they be
released immediately.

At the very least, the International Committee of the Red Cross must be
given immediate access to the Israeli captives for humanitarian purposes.

Hamas must provide Israel with precise information regarding the identities of all
the Israeli citizens it is holding hostage. It must also promptly release or facilitate
the transfer to a neutral country, for individuals who are seriously wounded or
afflicted by specified medical conditions.

All countries, international organizations and institutions, must demand that
Hamas uphold these basic humanitarian obligations.

Introduction

A large number of Israelis, including many unarmed civilians, were taken hostage
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during Hamas’ unprovoked barbaric attack on Israel on October 7%, 2023. Media
reports suggest that more than a hundred Israelis, including children, women and
the elderly, were forcibly taken from their homes at gunpoint and are presently
held captive by Hamas[1].

Such actions go against the principles of International Humanitarian Law, which
explicitly and consistently prohibits the act of taking hostages, categorizing it as a
heinous war crime[1]. Additionally, this body of law governs the treatment of
prisoners of war (POWSs). In accordance with universally accepted international
norms, civilian hostages must be released immediately. At the very least, they
should be accorded the rights granted to POWSs, as elaborated in this paper.

Rights of Prisoners of Wars

[1] International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, adopted by the UN
General Assembly, Res. 34/146, 17 December 1979, Article 1; Statute of the
International Criminal Court, adopted by the UN Diplomatic Conference of
Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court, Rome,
17 July 1998, UN Doc. A/CONF.183/9, Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and (c)(iii).

The Third Geneva Convention laid out the legal framework for the protection of
POWs[1]. Every country in the world is a party to the Third Geneva Convention,
which also confers a special mandate on the International Committee of the Red
Cross, entrusting it with a central role in the protection of the dignity and well-
being of POWs.

In accordance with universally recognized international standards, notably the
Geneva Conventions, POWs are entitled to fundamental and immediate rights,
which include

[1] Convention (III) relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, Geneva, 12
August 1949:

The detaining power must notify the authorities on which the prisoners depend of
the capture.

The International Red Cross must be granted regular access to visit prisoners of
war in order to verify the conditions of their detention and to restore contacts
between them and their families.



Prisoners of war who are seriously wounded or suffer from specified diseases
must be repatriated directly back to their own country or to a hospital in a neutral
State.

1. Those whose diseases or wounds warrant a direct repatriation are:

= the incurably wounded or sick whose mental or physical fitness seems to
have been gravely diminished.

» the wounded or sick who have recovered but whose mental or physical
fitness seems to have been gravely and permanently diminished.

= the wounded or sick who, according to medical opinion, are not likely to
recover within one year.

» 2.Those who may be accommodated in a neutral State are:

» the wounded and sick whose recovery may be expected within one year,
or sooner if treated in a neutral country;

= prisoners of war whose mental or physical health, according to medical
opinion, is seriously threatened by continued captivity, but whose
accommodation in a neutral country might remove such a threat.

Any form of torture or cruelty are forbidden. The following acts are grave
breaches of the Geneva Conventions: wilful killing, torture or inhuman treatment,
wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health.

Prisoners of war are entitled in all circumstances to respect for their person.
Women must be treated with due regard to their specific needs.

Prisoners of war must be evacuated, as soon as possible, away from the combat
zones.

Prisoners of war must be given sufficient food and water. They shall receive
medical attention.

Prisoners of war must be released and repatriated without delay after the
cessation of active hostilities.

Conclusion

International Humanitarian Law mandates that Hamas must promptly provide
Israel with precise information regarding the number and identities of all Israeli



citizens held within Palestinian custody. Moreover, it obliges Hamas to grant
unrestricted access to the Red Cross for humanitarian purposes.

Additionally, the organization is expected to either promptly release or facilitate
the transfer to a neutral country, such as Egypt, for individuals who are seriously
wounded or afflicted by specified medical conditions, such as elderly individuals
with mental disabilities, among others.

All countries, international organizations and institutions, must demand that
Hamas uphold its obligations under international law. The International
Committee of the Red Cross must demand immediate access to each and every
one of the Israeli hostages.

[1] The Times pf Israel. (2023). Israel confirms civilians and soldiers abducted by
Hamas into Gaza.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-claims-to-capture-soldiers-civilians-in-deadl
y-assault-on-gaza-border-towns/

[2] International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, adopted by the UN
General Assembly, Res. 34/146, 17 December 1979, Article 1; Statute of the
International Criminal Court, adopted by the UN Diplomatic Conference of
Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court, Rome,
17 July 1998, UN Doc. A/CONF.183/9, Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and (c)(iii).

[3] Convention (III) relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, Geneva, 12
August 1949.

[4] Medecins Sans Frontieres. (2023). Prisoners of War.
https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/prisoners-of-war/
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Hamas from the West’s Fight
Against ISIS

written by Dr. Adi Schwartz | 27.10.2023
Key Messages:

= World leaders, including US President Joe Biden, have compared Hamas
to ISIS.

= A Western-led coalition has been fighting ISIS in Syria and Iraq since
2014. American Secretary of Defense, James Mattis, characterized
the fight against ISIS in their stronghold of Mosul as “a war of
annihilation.”

= The fight against ISIS for Mosul, Iraq in 2016-2017 was the heaviest
urban combat since World War II; the destruction resembled that
wrought by the Allied Forces in World War II on the German city of
Dresden. The UN calculated that more than 80% of Mosul was estimated
to be uninhabitable as a result of the destruction.

= The city of Ragqga in Syria, another stronghold of ISIS attacked by the US
military, was considered “unfit for human habitation,” following the
attacks.

= While Israel will continue to take steps to avoid civilian casualties, it is
likely that in its fight against ‘ISIS in Gaza’ - e.g. Hamas - it will need to
adopt similar strategies and standards as those actually used in some
cases by Western governments in their fight against ISIS.

Background

In the wake of the barbaric atrocities perpetrated by Hamas against Israeli
civilians on October 7, 2023, numerous world leaders have unequivocally
denounced the actions of this radical Islamist extremist group. Some have drawn
explicit parallels between these actions and the gravest atrocities committed by
the Islamic State (ISIS). For example, on October 10, United States President Joe
Biden declared: “The brutality of Hamas — this bloodthirstiness — brings to mind
the worst — the worst rampages of ISIS.”[1]

The War against ISIS
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In reaction to ISIS’s swift territorial expansion in Iraq and Syria, several Western
nations, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and France, initiated
interventions to counter the threat from the radical Jihadist group. Among the
most significant military operations were those conducted in Mosul, located in
Iraq, and Raqqa, situated in Syria, which both served as key strongholds of ISIS in
the region.

According to Time magazine, senior American military commanders reached back
into history for parallels and precedents as to the scope and ferocity of these
battles[1]. PBS’ Frontline program cited military commanders describing the fight
for Mosul as the largest military operation in the world since the invasion of Iraq
in 2003, and the heaviest urban combat since World War II[2]. Michael Butt,
Emergency Response Coordinator for International Medical Corps Iraq, said that
the destruction resembled that of the Germany city of Dresden in WWII[3]. Then
US Secretary of Defense James Mattis characterized the fight as “a war of
annihilation.”[4]

In an interview with CBS’ Face the Nation program on May 28, 2017, Mattis said
that ISIS was “a threat to all civilized nations. And the bottom line is we are going
to move in an accelerated and reinforced manner, throw them on their back foot.
Our intention is that the foreign fighters do not survive the fight to return home
to North Africa, to Europe, to America, to Asia, to Africa. We're not going to allow
them to do so. We’'re going to stop them there and take apart the caliphate.”[5]

The destruction in both Mosul and Raqga was near total. The United Nations
calculated that more than 80% of Mosul was estimated to be uninhabitable as a
result of the destruction.[6] The fighting left behind eight million tons of
debris.[7] Raqga was considered “unfit for human habitation,” with around 80
percent of the city damaged or destroyed[8]. Army Command Sergeant Major,
John Wayne Troxell, the senior enlisted advisor to the U.S. military’s top officer,
said in November 2017 that Americans “fired more rounds in Raqga in five
months than any other Marine artillery battalion since the Vietnam War”.[9]

Collateral Damage

Since 9/11, the United States has been involved in the war against radical Islamic
terrorist organizations, such as al-Qaeda and ISIS, with many of the battles taking
place in densely populated urban areas. Under the law of armed conflict, military



forces are required to apply a principle of discrimination — using deadly force
against hostile forces, but not against civilian noncombatants. As applied with
respect to civilian population centers, the requirement has two elements: there
must be a legitimate military target, and the damage to civilians must be
“proportionate.” The question of course is how many innocent civilian deaths
make a strike against a legitimate military target “disproportionate”.

In an article in July 2007, Salon’s Mark Benjamin learned that “the magic number
was 30,” according to Marc Garlasco, who was the US Pentagon’s chief of high-
value targeting at the start of the War on Terror. “That means that if you hit 30 as
the anticipated number of civilians killed, the airstrike had to go to [then Defense
Secretary Donald] Rumsfeld or [then President] Bush personally to sign off.”[1] If
it was anticipated that a lower number of civilian casualties would be caused by a
strike on a high-value military target, the strike could be approved at less senior
levels.

Conclusion

Following the heinous acts committed by Hamas on October 7, both Israel and its
Western allies have declared that Hamas shares similarities with ISIS, and
consequently, they advocate for a comparable approach: the complete
dismantling of the organization.

To implement this strategy, Israel may consider drawing lessons from the
practices of its Western counterparts in combating ISIS, particularly in urban
regions akin to those in the Gaza Strip. While Israel will continue to take steps to
avoid civilian casualties, it is likely that in its fight against ‘ISIS in Gaza’ - i.e.,
Hamas - it will need to adopt similar strategies and standards as those actually
used in some cases by Western governments in their fight against ISIS.

[1] The White House. (2023, October 10). Remarks by President Biden on the
Terrorist Attacks in Israel.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/10/10/remarks
-by-president-biden-on-the-terrorist-attacks-in-israel-2/

[2] Benjamin, M. (2007). When is an accidental civilian death not an accident?
Salon. https://www.salon.com/2007/07/30/collateral damage/
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Pressure Qatar until all Hostages
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are Released and Qatar Ends its
Support for Hamas

written by Asher Fredman | 27.10.2023
Key Messages

In recent years, Qatar’s relations with the West have grown stronger and deeper.

In 2022, the United States defined Qatar as a ‘major non-NATO ally’. Qatar’s
economic ties with European powers such as Germany, the UK and Italy are
expanding.

= At the same time, Qatar is a prime sponsor of the Hamas terrorist group.
Qatar has been hosting Hamas’ HQ, leaders and operatives since at least
2012, including those involved in transferring millions of dollars for terror
activities.

= [t is estimated that over the last decade, Qatar sent over a billion and a
half dollars to the Gaza Strip, the significant majority of which went to
Hamas, its operatives and employees.

= In recent years, Israel allowed and even encouraged the transfer of Qatari
funds to Gaza, in the hope that this would buy quiet and delay the rounds
of fighting. These transfers both strengthened Hamas and helped Qatar
gain significant leverage over the terrorist organization.

» The United States and Europe, particularly Germany, Italy, the UK and
France, must strongly pressure Qatar in order to ensure that Qatar
employs all of its leverage to bring about the release of all of Hamas’
hostages. Western governments, as well as private sector and civil society
actors, must use all of the economic, political and public relations tools at
their disposal to this end.

= In the mid-term, these countries must demand that Qatar choose between
enhancing its relations with the democratic West, and its support for a
radical terrorist organization more brutal than ISIS. Israel too must
change its approach to Qatar, including with regards to post-war Gaza
reconstruction.

Qatar and the West

Since the Gulf War, Qatar’s relations with the West have greatly improved on
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both the economic and military fronts. The US is one of Qatar’s most important
trade partners,

responsible for 15% of all goods imported to Qatar.[1] The largest US military
base in the Middle East is located at Al Udeid Air Base near Doha, which hosts US
Central Command’s Forward HQ as well as the US Combined Air Operations
Center and US Special Operations Central Command.[2] In January, 2022, US
President Biden announced that Qatar would be designated a ‘Major Non-NATO
Ally’.

Qatar’s relationships with European nations are also gaining strength. Italy,
Germany and the UK account for 14% of Qatari imports.[3] At the end of Q1 2023,
the UK reported that trade with Qatar had grown 117% year-over-year.[4] While
Qatari exports, which consist primarily of gas and oil, have traditionally gone to
Asia, energy exports to Europe are growing as a result of Europe’s desire to
identify alternatives to Russian gas. For example, in 2022, French company
TotalEnergies was selected by Qatar as its first partner in developing the world’s
largest liquefied natural gas (LNG) project,[5] and in 2023, Italy’s Eni signed a
long term agreement with Qatar for the purchase of natural gas.[6]

While Western countries are eager to reap the benefits of economic and military
cooperation with Qatar, Qatar’s human rights violations, and support for
terrorism and radical Islamist movements, have drawn criticism. In November
2022, the European Parliament passed a resolution deploring the deaths of
thousands of migrant workers in Qatar in the lead-up to the World Cup, due to
unsafe working conditions. The resolution also criticizes, “the abuse perpetrated
by the country’s authorities on the LGBTQ+ community. This includes the use of
domestic laws that allow for LGBTQ+ persons to be provisionally detained
without charge or trial for up to six months.” [7] Qatar is currently embroiled in a
EU corruption and bribery scandal dubbed ‘Qatargate’.

Following Hamas’ massacre of 1,400 Israelis and kidnapping of over 220 children,
women and men, the number of voices in Europe calling for a reexamination of
economic deals with Qatar is growing. During the Qatari Emir’s October 12, 2023
visit to Germany, the energy policy spokesperson of Germany’s Free Democratic
Party declared “”Future energy partnerships should only take place with partners
who recognize Israel’s right to exist and do not fight it.”[8]



Qatar and Hamas

Qatar is one of the primary sponsors of the Hamas terrorist organization,
providing the group with extensive logistical and financial support. It is also a
main sponsor of other Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations and political
parties, including those that have threatened moderate governments in the
region.

Qatar has hosted Hamas’ headquarters and leaders in Doha since at least 2012.
According to estimates, over the past decade, Qatar transferred over a billion and
a half dollars to Gaza.[9] While some of that money went to humanitarian aid, the
significant majority (by some estimates, close to 80%) ended up in the bank
accounts of Hamas, its operatives and employees, enabling Hamas to maintain its
control of the Gaza Strip.[10] On October 18, 2023, the US Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control imposed sanctions on a longtime
Hamas operative based in Qatar with close ties to Iran, who “was involved in the
transfer of tens of millions of dollars to Hamas, including Hamas’s military wing,
the 1zz al-Din al-Qassim Brigades.”[11]

Another way in which Qatar provides substantial support to Hamas is through its
Al Jazeera television network. Al Jazeera provides a central platform for Hamas
leaders, while spreading Hamas propaganda and inciting against Israel.

True to form, while Hamas’ October 7 rampage of murder, kidnapping and rape
against Israeli civilians was still ongoing, the Qatari Foreign Ministry issued a
statement saying that Israel alone was responsible for the violence.[12] The
Qatari media likewise expressed its support for the attacks.[13]

Israel’s War Against Hamas

Until the current war, Qatar’s transfer of funds to Hamas-controlled Gaza was
viewed by Israel as largely serving its interest of maintaining quite in the Strip.
The hope was that these funds would help preserve calm on the ground, and delay
the next rounding of fighting for as long as possible.

Hamas’ attack has uprooted this paradigm. Israel has now committed itself to
destroying, “the military and governing capabilities of Hamas” and eliminating or
capturing the Hamas’ top leadership.[14] Simultaneously, Israel is also focused on
efforts to return the approximately 220 babies, children, women and men being



held hostage by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Qatar, together with Egypt,
has played an active role on the issue of the hostages, winning praise from the
US.[15]

Recommendations:

Following Hamas’ massacre, the West cannot continue with a ‘business as usual’
approach towards Qatar’s support for a terrorist organization more barbaric than
ISIS. The US and Europe should put all necessary pressure on Qatar in order that
Qatar uses all of its leverage over Hamas to bring about the immediate release of
the hostages. As a first step, Qatar should demand that the Red Cross be allowed
to visit and provide medical treatment to all of the hostages.

This pressure on Qatar should include reexamining and potentially downgrading
or cancelling economic ties and agreements, and placing economic sanctions on
all Qatari entities involved in the transfer of funds to Hamas. If Qatar fails to act
decisively to free the hostages and end support for Hamas, the US should
examine whether Qatar’s designation as a major ally is justified. European nations
should identify alternatives to the purchase of Qatari natural gas.

= The US should explore the possibility of relocating military instillations
and assets from Qatar to other Middle East locations, including Saudi
Arabia. Relocating assets to Saudi Arabia would help provide the security
guarantees Saudi Arabia seeks in exchange for establishing relations with
Israel, would help defend it from Iran, and would serve to counter inroads
being made by China.

» Additional countries which support Israel’s right to defend itself, and
which have extensive economic ties with Qatar, such as India, should
participate in the efforts to apply pressure on Qatar as well.

= In the mid-term, all countries which recognize Hamas as a terrorist group
should demand that Qatar end all forms of logistical and financial support
for Hamas.

= Victims of Hamas terrorism should consider filing lawsuits in relevant
jurisdictions against Qatari entities involved in providing material support
to Hamas.

= Private sector actors, academics, athletes and civil society bodies should
refuse to take part in events organized by Qatar, and should refuse Qatari
sponsorships, until all the hostages have been freed and Qatar ends its



support for Hamas.

= Israel should not allow Qatar to have a role in the post-war reconstruction
of Gaza, unless Qatar demonstrably ends all support for Hamas.

= Similar steps should be explored with regards to other countries that both
support Hamas and have extensive ties to the West, including Turkey,
Algeria, Malaysia and Kuwait. Maximum pressure and sanctions should be
applied to Iran for its ongoing support for Palestinian terror
organizations.
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This time, Israel must topple
Hamas

written by Dr. Raphael BenLevi | 27.10.2023

Anyone observing the trends over the past year could have seen that Israel’s
deterrence was weakening on all fronts, both vis-a-vis Hamas and Palestinian
terror, as well as Hezbollah and Iran.

Hamas has attacked before, but this time, the strategy that has guided Israel in
its response to the terror organization since its takeover of Gaza in 2006 had
entirely broken down. In response to previous rounds of Hamas rockets attacks,
Israel’s goal has been to restore a reasonable level of deterrence against such
attacks by exacting a moderate price from Hamas. It did this by destroying parts
of its rocket production infrastructure and some of the buildings that housed
parts of Hamas’s political and military establishment.

The success of this strategy was measured in terms of the amount of time without
another period of extended rocket fire, which was on average two to four years.
Under this strategy, Hamas should remain in power, as it appeared that the
alternatives were worse.

If Israel toppled the Hamas regime, the thinking went, then what would appear in
its stead? Likely the Islamic Jihad, or ISIS, and therefore we were better off
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deterring Hamas and focusing our attention on our bigger threats, like Hezbollah
and Iran.

This strategic conception has had its merits over the past 18 years since Israel’s
withdrawal from Gaza.

Time for a new strateqgy

However, this weekend’s attack has demonstrated that this strategy has broken
down and that an alternative strategy must replace it.

Hamas has proven that, in truth, it is no different than ISIS. However, as opposed
to the ISIS “Islamic state,” which does not currently function as a state, the
Hamas Islamic state actually maintains control over a significant portion of land
and rules over two million people.

This past weekend has demonstrated that Israel cannot allow a brutal terrorist
state to continue to exist alongside it and no state should be expected to accept
the existence of such an entity. The continued existence of Hamas has evolved
from a tactical threat of sporadic rocket fire into a strategic threat whose
continuation cannot be tolerated.

Therefore, the only acceptable result of the current war is the unconditional
surrender of Hamas and the toppling of its regime. This must be Israel’s goal, and
this must be the goal of any moral nation around the world, all of whom should
support and encourage Israel to attain it.

If the war ends with the Hamas Islamic State still intact, it will have grave
implications that will certainly lead to a broader war in the Middle East in the
near future. Hezbollah and Iran are closely watching Israel’s next steps and if the
results are anything less than decisive victory, then their conclusions will be
clear, that now is the time to expand the war

Alternatively, if Israel adopts a new strategic conception and pursues
unconditional surrender and the end of the Hamas Islamic State, it will have
significant positive implications for the entire region. The most significant of
which would be to encourage the negotiations with Saudi Arabia and the
establishment of a strong Western-oriented, Israel and Gulf-Arab alliance against
Iran.



Saudi Arabia is interested in strengthening relations with Israel for one primary
reason, and that is that Israel is a strong country, willing to act forcefully against
their common enemies. It is precisely against the backdrop of the progress of the
negotiations with Saudi that Iran is looking to undermine them by encouraging
this war, in the hopes that Israel will come out looking weak.

It is likely that the specific trigger for Hamas’s actions was the progress on these
negotiations, which would be a great strategic loss for Iran, its Shia proxies, and
Sunni Islamists such as Hamas.

Even more broadly, a decisive Israel victory would be perceived by Russia and
China as a sign that the West as a whole remains strong and not to be provoked,
and vice versa.

Israel is perceived as the frontline of the West, and it is clear to China that Israel
is supported and strategically aligned with the United States. If Israel falters, it
will be perceived as a weakness of the United States in general and its position in
the Middle East. If it succeeds, it will project to the region and to the world that
the US and its allies around the world remain strong.

Over 800 Israelis have been murdered, another over 2,200 wounded, and there
are currently at least 100 Israelis being held hostage in Gaza as a result of the
surprise terror attack. Per capita, that is about 10 times more murdered citizens
than the US suffered on 9/11. Israel must not be tempted to manage a negotiation
for the captives’ release but rather must adopt an unwavering policy of non-
negotiation with terrorists.

If the goal is to topple the Hamas Islamic State, then there is no legitimate entity
with which to negotiate. Hopefully, Israel will be able to extract the hostages
alive. But if it sacrifices the goal of decisive victory for their safe release, it will
clearly result in incentivizing such incursions and would therefore be immoral and
a grave strategic mistake.

Will adopting a policy of unconditional surrender and ending the regime bring
Hezbollah into the war? Under the previous strategic conception, Israel sought to
avoid a large-scale operation in Gaza in order not to encourage Hezbollah to open
a second front. But this calculation is no longer valid.

The threat of Hezbollah unleashing its arsenal of missiles against Israel is not a



question of if but when. Hezbollah has built up its terror arsenal for the sole
purpose of attacking Israel at a time of its choosing.

A weak Israeli response will certainly encourage Hezbollah to embark on a similar
surprise attack on Israel, including both missile attacks and infiltration to Israel
communities along the border, but on a much greater scale than Hamas was
capable of. Therefore, it may even be preferable for Israel to take the initiative to
disarm Hezbollah now, on Israel’s schedule, rather than wait to be dragged into
another war in the near future at a time of Hezbollah’s preference.
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