Policy recommendations for
Dealing with Immediate Security
Challenges

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 11.10.2025
Following the Ceasefire and Hostage-Release Agreement.

What to do with the terrorist
trawlers

written by David M. Weinberg | 11.10.2025
Time for payback against the nasty actors out there. Here are 10 punishing and
purposeful things Israel could usefully do with the “flotilla” ships.

Planned pro-Palestinian rally at
Sydney Opera House a grotesque
insult to October 7 victims

written by Arsen Ostrovsky | 11.10.2025

A planned pro-Palestinian protest at the Sydney Opera House - coinciding with
the anniversary of the October 7 massacre - risks turning our national icon into a
stage for hate and division.
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How Hamas has survived Israel’s
military campaign in Gaza

written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 11.10.2025
After two years of war and some impressive achievements, military defeat of

Hamas in Gaza remains elusive.

Recognition of a Palestinian state:
A moral low and a strategic folly of
the West

written by Joseph Rozen | 11.10.2025
Why do European countries choose to give a prize to terror? There are domestic

and foreign reasons behind it that are not at all related to the Palestinian issue.

What Israel Wants

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 11.10.2025
The events of October 7, 2023, shook Israel to its core. Hamas’s brutal

attack—which left some 1,200 dead and hundreds more held captive—made clear
to Israel’s leaders and citizens alike that the country must change its approach to
national security to ensure its survival.
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In the subsequent two years, Israeli decision-makers have discarded old security
paradigms in favor of new strategies. Israel is no longer content with weakening,
rather than defeating, its adversaries. Instead, Israeli leaders are much more
willing to employ the country’s military strength to proactively shape a new order
that protects its national interests.

Some have interpreted Israel’s new strategy as a quest for regional hegemony. In
reality, although it is the strongest military power in the region, Israel is not a
regional hegemon—nor does it seek to be one.

Israel does not want to dominate the regional order. But it does seek to shape
that order to a greater degree than ever before. This includes defending its assets
and allies, holding territory and adjusting borders when strategically necessary,
forging diverse alliances around common interests, and preventing any potential
enemy from developing capabilities that would threaten its existence or security.

By embracing a strategy that prioritizes real security concerns over wishful
diplomacy and proactive intervention over reactive restraint, Israel is making
itself stronger, not weaker. It can thrive only if its borders are secure, existential
challenges on its periphery are removed, and its regional partnerships grow
deeper. As long as Israeli leaders continue to embrace this new paradigm, it will
safeguard Israel and create the necessary conditions for a more stable and
prosperous Middle East in the future.

The full paper was published in Foreign Affairs, September 12, 2025.

Israel Is Not Committing
Genocide: Exposing the Distortion
of Law and Truth

written by Arsen Ostrovsky | 11.10.2025
Despite repeated accusations, Israel’s actions in Gaza do not meet the legal
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definition of genocide and reflect self-defense, not intent to destroy a people.

Advancing Israeli sovereignty in
response to recognition of a
Palestinian state
written by Dr. Raphael BenLevi | 11.10.2025

Part of the Israeli public thinks Israel should advance full sovereignty over Judea
and Samaria in response to Western recognition of a Palestinian state.

The Gaza war and the fall of
Jerusalem: When Israel abandons
morals for legalism

written by Col. (res.) Dr. Hanan Shai | 11.10.2025

Rigid obedience to the law without understanding its purpose may result in the
failure to defeat Hamas - just as rigid legalism once led to Jerusalem’s
destruction.
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Make sure Hamas doesn’t get what
it wants

written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 11.10.2025
Hamas draws encouragement from the success of the “hunger in Gaza” campaign

and the responses it generated worldwide and in Israel. They are also pleased
with the connection made between the Palestinian statehood recognition initiative
and the war in the Strip.
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