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On this week’s episode of Mideast Horizons, Lahav and Asher speak with Prof.
Kobi Michael, one of the world’s top experts on Israeli-Palestinian relations, who
served as a founding Commander of the Israeli-Palestinian security cooperation
apparatus. Prof. Michael, who today serves as a Senior Fellow at the Misgav
Institute for National Security, argues that Hamas’ DNA will not allow it to truly
change, and that the terror group has no intention of demilitarizing. He presents
a plan for establishing an alternative to Hamas in parts of Gaza, and for working
with President Trump to ensure continued close U.S.-Israel cooperation even in
the face of renewed terror activity in the Strip.

Prof. Michael also draws on his vast experience to analyze the challenges and
threats likely to arise from the Palestinian Authority in Judea and Samaria (West
Bank) in the near future. He suggests potential paths forward toward realizing
Palestinian national aspirations in a way that does not endanger the security of
the State of Israel.

In the first segment, Lahav and Asher discuss overlooked aspects of President
Trump’s speech to the Israeli Knesset, and of the “Declaration for Enduring Peace
and Prosperity” signed by the U.S., Egypt, Qatar, and Turkey at Sharm el-Sheikh.
They analyze the current  prospects  for  expanding the Abraham Accords and
regional cooperation, including with Indonesia. They also explore the key issues
and complexities that will arise in the upcoming stage of negotiations on Phase 2
of President Trump’s 20-point plan.
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