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In this episode of Mideast Horizons, Lahav Harkov and Asher Fredman speak with
Dr. Yuval Steinitz, former cabinet minister and now chairman of Rafael Advanced
Defense Systems, about how Israeli technology has shaped the multi-front war of
the past two years. Steinitz discusses how Iron Dome, developed by Rafael, has
prevented mass casualties and national paralysis by maintaining an exceptionally
high interception rate. He describes the recent 12-day war with Iran as “the most
technological conflict ever in human history,” highlighting Israel’s surprise strikes
and rapid achievement of air superiority over Tehran.

Steinitz presents Rafael’s next breakthrough: the Iron Beam, the first system
capable of downing rockets, missiles, mortars and drones with lasers. He outlines
how  the  technology  will  push  interception  rates  toward  100  percent  while
reducing the cost of each shot to only a few dollars. He also discusses deepening
U.S.-Israel defense cooperation.

In the opening segment, Lahav and Asher examine instability along both the Gaza
and Lebanon borders. They describe the realities on both sides of the “yellow
line” inside Gaza, note Hezbollah’s increased activity a year after the Lebanon
ceasefire,  and  address  Iran’s  economic  and  water  crises.  Domestically,  they
analyze Prime Minister Netanyahu’s unprecedented request for a presidential
pardon and the political questions surrounding upcoming elections.
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