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Prof. Kobi Michael: A temporary Israeli military occupation of Gaza is the best
option for Israel if ceasefire talks fail. According to my understanding no entity on
the planet  is  willing to  dismantle  Hamas entirely  bar the Israeli  military,  so
eventually this is only valid option we really have. Israel should gradually move
from military occupation to handing control to a new civilian governing body over
two to three years.

There is a risk to hostages with ongoing fighting but the Israeli assumption is that
they are the most significant asset Hamas has left, therefore they will do the most
to keep them alive as their ultimate insurance policy.
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