Haredi Military Draft Dispute
Looms Over Israel’s Elections

written by Prof. Kobi Michael | 23.10.2026
Prof. Kobi Michael: The war following the Oct. 7 attacks had made the issue more

sensitive, as pressure on Israel’s regular and reserve forces continued.
Conscripting Haredi men, could help broaden the pool of personnel available to
the military.

The difficulty of reaching a compromise to the growing political influence of the
Haredim. Their parliamentary strength, had enhanced their leaders’ ability to
shape coalition decisions, including legislation on military conscription.

The dispute over Haredi conscription had moved beyond the traditional left-right
divide and became a determining factor in coalition formation and political
stability.
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